
 
“Everyone has the right to food, clothing, housing and medical care” 

- Article 25 (1), Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts 
 

 
In 2007 – 2008 STAR campaigned in  
support of the Still Human Still Here  
campaign, to end the destitution of refused  
asylum seekers. Here we look back at the 
inspiring campaigning successes across  
the STAR   student network!  

 
 
 
      
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

In 2006 it was estimated that there were at 
least 283,000 refused asylum seekers living 
destitute in the UK. STAR believes that 
everyone has the right to food, clothing, 
housing and medical care regardless of their 
immigration status. 
 
STAR is one of the 24 organisations 
supporting the Still Human Still Here  
campaign dedicated to highlighting the plight 
of tens of thousands of refused asylum 
seekers who are being forced into abject 
poverty in an attempt to drive them out of the 
country. 
 

Raising awareness among young people 
in support of  Still Human Still Here! 
 
From October to December  awareness raising 
actions from Bristol to Liverpool were taking 
place across the STAR network. In November  
over 150 students from across the UK attended 
action and information sessions on the Still 
Human Still Here campaign at the STAR 
National Conference . The conference saw the 
London premiere of the Still Human Still Here 
short film directed by Nick Broomfield. 
 
Over 10,000 campaign cards and 500 copies of 
the campaign film were distributed to 
universities across the UK. 

“A really powerful campaign that is able to engage with even the most critical 
opponents into conceding that we shouldn’t be forcing people into destitution” 
(Oxford STAR member) 

London Action Day – Covent Garden 

STAR Conference 2007 



       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrating support and taking 
action for  Still Human Still Here! 
 
On the 5th of March 41 STAR and Amnesty 
student groups joined forces, enduring a 
night out in the cold to demonstrate their 
support for the campaign. From Plymouth to 
Glasgow via Cardiff and Belfast there were 
21 sleepouts in total, taking place on 
campuses and in city centres. Over 750 
committed students slept out with the 
campaign message reaching over 10,000 
students and members of the public! 
 
From capoeira in Warwick, Samba in 
Sussex, a panel event in Essex and speaker 
events in Exeter and Sheffield, not to 
mention 28 hours of events in Leeds the 
sleepouts were preceded by loads of eye 
catching activities. 
 
 

Actio n Day 2008  

Effective. Some people even joined in the 
sleep-out after being informed of the 
campaign! We also managed to get 
eventual support from people who had 
come over to argue with us! (Sheffield STAR 
member)  
 
The most successful campaign we did all 
year! We managed to draw attention from 
students which was backed up by media 
attention from student and local press. 
(Exeter STAR member) 
 

 
St Christopher’s drumming group – 

Action Day - Oxford 

At the 
bottom of 
the Union 
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Action Day 
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Case Study:  Oxford sleepout  
 
As Oxford city centre began to come 
alive on the bitter morning of March 
6th over 125 Oxford students woke 
up amidst the gravestones of Mary 
Magdalen Church Churchyard. The 
sleep out was preceded by an 
evening of campaign events. Starting 
at 5pm with dance, poetry and music 
performances on Cornmarket Street, 
activities were well underway by the 
time students performed  “The Bogus 
Woman”, a play tracing the 
experiences of women seeking 
sanctuary in the UK, on a cardboard 
stage. 
  

 
time to write their message in 
support of the campaign on the ‘wish 
tree’ in the Churchyard. As night 
descended, a candle lit vigil was 
followed by the projection of the 
campaign film on the Church wall.  

Whilst many 
took part in a 
‘People’s 
Commission’ 
for the 
Independent 
Asylum 
Commission 
others took 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrating support and 
taking action for  Still Human Still 
Here 
 
On the 14th of May campaigners from 3 
of the southern and midlands STAR 
regions joined friends of STAR at the 
Houses of Parliament to meet their 
MPs. After discussing the campaign 
with their STAR constituent, MPs were 
asked to write to the Home Secretary 
to demand the end of the destitution of 
refused asylum seekers. 
 
Later in the afternoon STAR 
campaigners took a wapping 455-page 
petition to the Home Secretary’s office. 
The petition in support of the campaign 
contained over 4,000 signatures 
collected by STAR and Amnesty 
student groups in just a few hours on 
Action Day!  

At Westminster 

“As an asylum seeker it gives me hope… I think 
STAR being here today shows that the young 
generation in this country will not put up with 
inhuman policies towards vulnerable people” 
(Afshin Azizian (friend of STAR).  
 
“It felt really good to represent over 4,000 people 
and bring the message to the Home Office” 
(Warwick STAR member)  

 
Students from Oxford, Warwick and Southampton STAR 
outside the Home Office with Jon Cruddas MP (right) and 

friend of STAR Afshin Azizian (holding petition). 

Case Study:  Life on £5 a day  
 
In addition to national campaign actions, 
STAR groups also organised 41 different 
campaign events across the UK.  
 
In the build up to Action Day, Kathryn Bird, 
Chair of the Leeds STAR group spent a week 
living on just £35 to raise awareness about 
refused asylum seekers receiving £35 in 
vouchers of Section 4 ‘Hard Case’ support. 
The last 24 hours of Kathryn’s week were 
spent sleeping out on Action Day. 
 

“I found there was simply nothing to 
look forward to: everything felt slow and 
blank. The little things with which we reward 
ourselves are completely denied to refused 
asylum seekers” (Kathryn Bird, Leeds STAR)  

One year on 
� The campaign continues to build momentum, 
with research for the Independent Asylum 
Commission showing that the use of destitution 
as a lever of policy against refused asylum 
seekers is opposed by 61% of the population. 
�  In July  the Archbishop of York led calls for the 
right to work for Zimbabweans refused asylum. 
The call came in the same week as the Prime 
Minister announced that the forced removal of 
up to 11,000 Zimbabweans refused asylum was 
to be halted. 
�  Following on from the success of last year’s 
campaigning 2008 – 2009 will see STAR 
leading the ‘Let Them Work’  campaign 
together with the Refugee Council and the TUC. 
The campaign is calling on the Government to 
grant asylum seekers and refused asylum 
seekers the right to work! 
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