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What is STAR? 
 
STAR is the national network of student groups working to improve the lives of refugees in 
the UK by: 
 

·  Promoting positive images of refugees 
·  Volunteering for local refugee projects 
·  Campaigning for refugees 

 
Each STAR group is part of a network of groups that comprises over 3,000 students at 30 
universities. And STAR is continually growing! 
 
STAR student groups are independently constituted student union societies based at 
universities all over the UK. Groups affiliate to the national STAR network, which is 
coordinated and financed by the STAR national charity. Groups then receive support from 
the STAR National Team. The charity is governed by STAR’s Board of Trustees. 
 
Each STAR group is a member of the national charity and makes decisions about its 
management and direction by voting at the Annual General Meeting and getting involved 
in consultations throughout the year. 
 
Why Promoting? 
 
The UK does not provide a warm welcome to refugees. Years of misrepresentation in the 
media and elsewhere has resulted in people seeing refugees and asylum seekers as liars 
and scroungers. 
 
STAR members can promote greater understanding of refugees and asylum seekers 
among other students and in the local community. Students do this in lots of ways 
including publicity stunts like sleeping out in mock refugee shelters and hosting debates, 
film screenings, theatre performances and speaker events. 
 
Universities are unique places to reach young people with the facts about refugees and 
increase their awareness of the difficulties of seeking protection in the UK. 
 
By promoting positive images of refugees students can ensure that the UK will provide a 
warmer welcome to refugees in the future. 
 
Why Volunteering? 
 
Life as an asylum seeker in the UK can be full of loneliness, upheaval and uncertainty. 
 
STAR members can make a positive difference to the lives of refugees by volunteering at 
local community centres and schools. Students can offer a friendly face at drop-in centres, 
help with English conversation, organise food parcels or clothes collections, run activity 
clubs and arrange day trips for refugee children. 
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In return, STAR members make new friends, learn about life as a refugee and understand 
why people have been forced to leave their homes. 
 
By volunteering for local refugee projects students can support people during a difficult 
time and assist them to build a new life in the UK. 
 
Why Campaigning? 
 
Over the years the Government has introduced ever stricter policies for asylum seekers 
and refugees: thousands are denied accommodation and financial support if their claim is 
refused; everyone is forbidden from working during the asylum process; and hundreds of 
children are held in detention every year. 
 
STAR members can effect direct change by standing up against the unacceptable 
treatment of refugees and asylum seekers. Students can campaign locally, such as 
lobbying their university for fair access for asylum seekers or protesting against a nearby 
detention centre. Students can campaign nationally as part of a wide coalition of refugee 
organisations, such as to end the destitution of refused asylum seekers with Still Human 
Still Here. 
 
By campaigning for refugees, students can change policy to directly improve the lives of 
refugees in the UK. 
 

Joining the network 
 
Student groups join the STAR network by: 
 

�  Registering as a society at their students’ union or university 
�  Affiliating to the STAR national charity annually 

 
Groups must affiliate to the national STAR network to use the STAR name and logo.   
 
To affiliate to STAR national two committee members must sign the Affiliation 
Agreement  and return it to the STAR national office. 
 
STAR groups agree to call the society “STAR”, to only use the STAR name for activities 
within STAR’s core objectives, and to keep the national team up-to-date about the group’s 
plans and achievements.  
 
How much does it cost? 
 
Nothing! Because the STAR national team fundraises for all the resources, but groups are 
encouraged to help by doing their best to fundraise for STAR national throughout the year. 
 

The National Team 
 
The STAR national team is made up of 4 staff plus volunteers who work in London to 
support STAR groups. 
  
The national team do all sorts of things to assist STAR members, including: 
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�  Organise national events such as the annual conference  
�  Provide free training for members e.g. asylum issues, child protection, recruiting 

volunteers  
�  Make and distribute STAR branded resources 
�  Give assistance, direction and advice on  

o setting up and running a student group 
o volunteering with refugees 
o campaigning actions 

�  Host the STAR website  
�  Organise national campaigns  
�  Offer STAR’s offices in Bethnal Green for members to use for meetings 

 
You can contact the national team when you’d like some assistance. Below shows you 
who to contact for each request: 
 
Student Network Coordinator 
students@star-network.org.uk, 020 7729 8880 ext.205 
 
Contact James if you want... 

�  materials about STAR and refugees 
�  a speaker to introduce refugees or STAR 
�  facts about refugees 
�  to write for the STAR website about your group 
�  to contact other STAR groups 
�  tips on getting more members 
�  tips on promoting refugees on campus 
�  a training for your members 

 
Volunteering Project Coordinator 
volunteering@star-network.org.uk, 020 7729 8880 ext.206 
 
Contact Emily if you want... 

�  to start volunteering with refugees 
�  help with recruiting and managing volunteers 
�  training for your volunteering team 
�  advice and help to make your volunteering project even better 
�  to make contact with other STAR groups who are also volunteering 
�  to tell us about your brilliant volunteering work 

 
Chief Executive 
emmaw@star-network.org.uk, 020 7729 8880 ext.201  
 
Contact Emma if you want... 

�  to work with the media and need advice 
�  to suggest ideas or make changes to the STAR network 
�  to talk about fundraising for STAR or other refugee work 
�  help with urgent child protection situations if you cannot contact your partner 

agency 
�  to say hi! 
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Admin and Finance 
kevin@star-network.org.uk, 020 7729 8880 ext.204  
 
Contact Kevin if you want... 

�  advice on creating a budget 
�  guidance on funding applications 
�  to use STAR’s charity number for fundraising 
�  advice on managing expenses 

 
Campaigns Intern 
campaigns@star-network.org.uk, 020 7729 8880 ext.207   
 
Contact Sara if you want... 

�  info on STAR national campaigns 
�  to lobby your university for fair access to higher education for asylum seekers 
�  advice on how to campaign 

 
Board of Trustees 
 
STAR Trustees are legally responsible for STAR’s actions and funds as a registered 
charity and company. They meet every six weeks to oversee the work of the charity, make 
sure the finances, staff and other resources are being used well and agree future 
developments. 
 
Being a Trustee is a voluntary, unpaid role. 
 
Can students become a Trustee? 
 
Yes, we always have Trustees who are STAR members, if you are interested then please 
contact the national team. 

 
History of STAR 
 
1994 STAR was born! Andy Davies, a student at Nottingham University, was amazed to 
discover that nothing existed to enable students to get involved in supporting refugees. He 
put up some posters and held a meeting – over 60 students came! 
 
1996 Word spread, with founding member Elly Hargreave 
helping to start two more STAR groups in London and Edinburgh. 
 
1997 Elly set up the first office in London and began coordinating 
the growth of STAR into a national network. 
 
1998 The first national conference at Nottingham University, 
‘Beyond Words’, was attended by over 80 STAR members. 
 
1999 The government introduced its policy of dispersal, which 
meant asylum seekers were sent to locations across the UK 
(previously most had been located in the South East). The 
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pressing need to provide support to these asylum seekers and raise awareness of refugee 
issues amongst the local populations in these areas led to the rapid growth of the STAR 
network: there were now 16 STAR groups.  

STAR became a registered charity. A national office was established in London. 
The STAR Newsletter and national website were launched.  
 
2000 The Friends of STAR scheme was launched as a way of enabling STAR graduates 
to remain supporters of the network. 
 
2002 STAR received funding to employ four staff members at the office in London. 
The Youth Network, for 16 to 25 year olds, was launched with a national roadshow.  
STAR’s first ever national campaign was launched: ‘Asylum Policy is Pants’. 
 
2003 STAR’s first ever National Action Day took place: the first time the entire network 
did something on the same day. 
 
2007 STAR launched their new website in the summer. 

The 10th annual national STAR conference was held: 120 delegates, 12 
workshops, 8 action sessions, 6 panellists, 3 keynote speakers, 1 short movie, and 1 truly 
AWESOME party. 
 
2008 STAR’s best Action Day saw over 900 sleeping out in 21 cities to demand the end 
of the destitution of refused asylum seekers as part of the Still Human Still Here campaign.  

 
Key Events  
 
National Conference  

 

The only UK conference for students about refugees! STAR’s 
national conference is our biggest event of the year and a 
fantastic opportunity for students to find out more about 
refugees, meet other students, and share their ideas and 
experiences.  
 
It is also the occasion for STAR’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)  where: 
 

�  The Trustees explain to the members what has happened in the last year and 
present the annual financial accounts. 

�  Members vote on hot issues, including electing new Trustees 
�  It is a great opportunity to meet, put questions to the Trustees who are responsible 

for the management of STAR as a national charity  
�  Every Trustee and every STAR group has one vote at the AGM. You need to be an 

affiliated STAR group to vote.  
 
The AGM must be held every year to comply with charity law. 
 
Conference 2009: London E2, 7 th & 8th November 
 
Bookings can be made online at the STAR website: www.star-network.org.uk/conference 
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Action Day 
 
The entire STAR network comes together in the spring to raise 
awareness about refugee issues on one day and make a real 
impact. 
 
March 2007 had 900 students sleeping out across the country 
for the Still Human Still Here campaign to end the destitution 
of refused asylum seekers. 
 
February 2008 had 18 groups raising awareness that asylum seekers are denied the 
opportunity to work for the Let Them Work campaign, with street busking, photo 
exhibitions, giant paint petitions, debates and more sleepouts! 
 
Committee Training 
 
The annual training for new group leaders – completely free! 
 
A fantastic opportunity to learn about refugee issues, running 
a STAR group, volunteering with refugees and campaigning, 
as well as to meet other STAR members and have fun! 


