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stillhuman
stillhere

The campaign to end destitution of

refused asylum seekers

Thousands of people are heing driven
into abject poverty in a deliberate
effort by the Government to force
them to leave the UK.

WE BELIEVE THIS IS A MORAL OUTRAGE



Campaign SUMMARY

The Still Human Still Here campaign is dedicated to highlighting the plight of tens of
thousands of refused asylum seekers who are being forced into abject poverty in an
attempt to drive them out of the country.

“Everyone has the right to... food, clothing, housing and medical care”
- Article 25 (1), Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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We are calling on the Government to:

End the threat and use of destitution as a tool of Government policy against refused asy-
lum seekers.

Continue financial support and accommodation to refused asylum seekers as provided
during the asylum process and grant permission to work until such a time as they have left
the UK or have been granted leave to remain.

Continue to provide full access to health care and education throughout the same period.

What is the aim_ of the STAR network?

To motivate and empower young people to take action to end the destitution of refused asylum seekers.

Who is the target _ of the STAR network?

Local targets: local MPs, other students, key communicators (e.g. police, lecturers, teachers, doctors); po-
tentially sympathetic sections of civil society (e.g. churches, trade unions etc).

National targets: Home Office (inc. Immigration Minister Liam Byrne MP), Conservative Party Home Affairs
team (especially David Davis), Liberal Democrat Home Affairs team (especially Nick Clegg)

Key Messages

* Over 280,000 people are living in abject poverty in the UK simply because they have been refused asy-
lum; they are not permitted to work and they no longer receive any financial support.

Many refused asylum seekers have protection needs but have been failed by the asylum system. The
iﬁ( policy of starving people into returning in these cases (and to countries like Zimbabwe and Iraq) is inhu-
mane and ineffective.

i% The Government cannot afford to remove everyone who has been refused asylum, so it is deliberately
making them destitute in order to force them to leave the UK.

* Where individuals cannot be returned safely, through no fault of their own, they should be granted a
form of temporary leave that allows them to work and access basic support. This will allow them to con-
tribute to the UK economy and society until they are able to return.



What is the Still Human Still Here campaign going to do?

Supporters of the campaign will work together on some actions but independently on others. Using the range
of skills and expertise of the organisations involved, and reaching out to a variety of groups, campaign sup-
porters will employ an assortment of different campaign tactics, such as:

Developing a constructive dialogue with Home Office Ministers and officials using a ‘solutions’ based ap-
proach that will offer alternative remedies that the Government can take to avoid destitution (through lo-
cal lobbying, Party Conferences, EDMs, Bill amendments, Prime Minister’'s Questions (PQs))
Highlighting to our key audiences the impact of destitution and lack of access to education, health and
other services on refused asylum seekers

Building a groundswell of opinion against destitution through public campaigning activities (through
grassroots activities, public endorsement from community organisations, national and local media cover-
age etc)

Recruiting high profile and effective communicators as champions for the campaign (such as frontline
professionals, sports people, actors, musicians, academics, former asylum seekers)

What is your role as a STAR member?

Your aim is to represent young people in campaigning actions, and motivate
other young people to take action with you. You can look at your campaign
actions as following a progression:

1. Raise awareness among your peers about how and why people are
made destitute

2. Gain support by winning the argument that the policy of destitution is un-
just

3. Demonstrate support for the campaign by participating in local and na-
tional Still Human Still Here campaign actions and motivating others to

do the same
49-year-old woman from

There will be plenty of opportunities to participate in nationwide Still Human Rwanda
Still Here campaign actions in the coming months. But its important that lo-
cally you spend time building support amongst your peers so that when
you're called upon to write to your MP, or join a mass lobby of parliament,

(Refugee Action, 2006)

you do it as a larger group of supporters than you started with! —

Key Dates

i\{ 26th September 2007
Event at Labour Party Conference. Launch of the Amnesty DVD documentary. Its being held outside
the security zone, so you don't need a pass to the labour conference.

ik 17th October 2007
a)The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is celebrated every year on this day throughout
the world. The main aim of the day is to give those living in poverty a voice.
b)The Independent Asylum Commission public hearing: Asylum Support and Destitution, Manchester

* 9th — 11th November 2007
STAR National Conference

* Late November 2007
Local lobbying of MPs: Talk to them about the issue, let them know that you and your fellow students
are concerned and that you're supporting the campaign. Show evidence of the support you're gaining
on campus and advertise future events to watch out for.

* 27th January — 3rd February 2008
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week, organised by Church Action on Poverty, is hoping to coor-
dinate at least 100 poverty hearings throughout the country.

* 5th March 2008 (Action Day)
Nationwide Sleepouts: Amnesty will join with STAR in our National Action Day for a series of nation-
ally coordinated sleepouts!



Campaigh ACTIONS

See the STAR CAMPAIGNING GUIDE for advice on how to run a successful campaign.

What can you do to raise awareness, gain support,t  hen
demonstrate it?

Campaign actions can have a range of different aims. Some ac-
tions will be simply about spreading the word, others will seek
both to raise awareness and demonstrate existing support to our
target audience. The important thing is to have a good idea of why |
you are doing something, and what you can accomplish with any |
one activity. For example, if you are holding a sleepout, is your
main aim to create an eye-catching stunt as a basis for raising
awareness among fellow students; or are you inviting your local
MP to your sleepout to demonstrate the support for refused asy-
lum seekers? Of course, you could be aiming at both, but make
sure you know how that effects the way you need to plan your
event. Set a realistic target and stick to your objectives.

Here are some ideas to think about for campaigning locally over the coming year...

Raising Awareness & Gaining Support

Stall
Holding a stall is usually the simplest and most effective way of communicating a message to large
numbers of people. To make the most of the opportunity:
a) Make the stall eye-catching
download the DIY banner from the STAR website
a) Give an action
invite people to mark their fingerprint (or hand print) as a sign of support for the campaign. You
can use a range of coloured ink or paint and create an attractive campaign material that can be
helpful in building support on campus. The fingerprint is both a universal symbol of human
identity, emphasising our common humanity with refused asylum seekers (‘still human’), and a
unique individual feature, emphasising our personal support for the campaign.
download the photo action sign (with the pledge 'l want to end the destitution of people refused
asylum’) from the STAR website and ask people to write their name on it and pose for a photo!
Send these in to the National Office and we’ll put them on the website!
Get hold of a digital camera and video people giving their comment on the enforced destitution
of refused asylum seekers (preferably supportive of our campaign!), and again send them to us.
C) Know your stuff!
See the accompanying guide ‘How to... Win an argument on destitution’.
d) Give people the opportunity to...

Sign up to the STAR campaign mailing list

... and make sure you do it yourself!

If you want to be kept up to date with everything that’'s going on with the Still Human Still Here
campaign then join our campaign mailing list.

Regular emails will notify you of all urgent actions and show you how other groups are
campaigning around the country.

You can do this by signing up on the STAR website o r by contacting the National
Office.




Campaigh ACTIONS

Raising Awareness & Gaining Support  continued...
Thought Experiment
The aim of this exercise is to get people to think about asylum issues without the usual prejudices and
stigmas that many people carry. It can be used to structure a discussion between a small group of
people, or to kick-off a larger debate with a panel, or even as an introduction to a film or speaker.
See the accompanying guide ‘How to... Conduct a ‘thought experiment”.

Speakers (talk/debate)
Inviting people with an expertise in asylum issues, and particularly destitution, is always a good way of
giving people the opportunity to learn more about the issues. You might want to consider the audience
that you want to attract. If you primarily want to inform your campaigners then you can keep it quite
simple, but if you want to persuade people who are unsympathetic then they may be unwilling to
attend something that doesn’t appeal to them. Sometimes its better to aim for a debate so that people
feel they have something to engage with.

Contact us at the National Office and we’ll help you find the right people.

Demonstrating Support

Sleepout

Many refused asylum seekers are homeless, often for long periods. Sleeping outside for a night is a
strong message of support for these vulnerable people. It's also a great stunt to get people interested
(they want to know why you're doing it!) and use it to distribute materials or raise money.

IMPORTANT: Action Day 2008 will be a series of sleepouts across the UK. Acting together as a
network and with other organisations greatly increases your potential to engage people and make an
impact. The National Office can also provide you with far more support. Everything you need, whether
it's information, advice or materials, will be provided for you then. So please wait until March 08 and
join us in a massive national event! However, if you know you can’t do it then, or think you can make it
effective twice, then don’'t worry. Let us know and we’ll try to support you if you hold a sleepout another
time.

See the accompanying guide ‘How to.... Sleepout’

‘Live like a destitute asylum seeker’
This is what it says it is. It can be seen as either an alternative to sleeping out, or an expanded version.
It can involve a variety of actions, which all try to demonstrate the destitution experienced by people
refused asylum. The key action is usually living on a £5 food parcel for one week!

See the accompanying guide ‘How to.... Live like a destitution asylum seeker’

Pass a motion at your Students Union
Its good to keep in mind that in the Still Human Still Here campaign STAR is representing young
people. Our role is to gain the support of other young people and demonstrate to decision makers that
young people will not tolerate a policy of destitution. By passing motions at students unions around the
country we can build some momentum to do this and ultimately create change.

See the ‘STAR Campaigning Guide’, section 2.0 for some information and advice

Local MP lobbying
Set up a meeting with your MP in your constituencies to discuss the destitution of refused asylum
seekers and get their support. Your MP has a duty to listen to your concerns and will usually be happy
to meet with you. We’'ll be pushing this in November this year, so come to our National Conference
(9"-11" November) to get more top tips on how to get your MPs support.

See the ‘'STAR Campaigning Guide’, section 2.1 for some information and advice




Campaign RESOURCES

The National Office is here to support you, so don't hesitate to get in touch! If you let us know what
you’re planning and what you think you might need then we’ll do our best to help you with and mate-
rial resources.

Materials
. —>
Campaign Card

This pocket-sized resources gets the key message
across in a simple way and can be kept in your wallet to
take with you wherever you go!

You can order more of either of these materials by con-
tacting the National Office (see below)

Campaign Info Sheet —>
This 2-page summary gives you almost all you
need to know, and all you need to convince

that sceptic friend!

Contact Us:

STAR (Student Action for Refugees)

3 Bondway, Vauxhall, London, SW8 1SJ
Email: campaigns@star-network.org.uk
Website: www.star-network.org.uk

Tel: 0207 840 4407

Web based resources

You can download the following from the STAR website and print or copy them till your heart’s
content...

o Campaign Info sheet

o DIY Banner: choose from the sizes available, print it out and stick it together!

o Leaflets: there are a variety of leaflets for you to choose from to suit whatever activity

you’re involved in.

o Still Human Still Here logos

0 ... and of course you can download further copies of this Action Guide !

You can also find information regarding...
0 Speakers (and their organisations) for talks
o Films/documentaries
0 Reports on destitution
o Case studies, pictures, quotes, poetry....

The new STAR website will have all the up-to-date information on the campaign through the
year and what actions you can take to end the scandal of destitution, so make sure you keep

track! And don’t forget that you can write articles about the activities you get up to and we’ll be
delight to post them on them website.

FIND MORE ACTION
www.star-network.org.uk



