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Universities charge asylum seekers international 
fees up to £20,000 per year instead of the current 
‘home fee’ rate of £3,225. 

Asylum seekers cannot afford these fees or living 
costs because they are not allowed to: 

• Apply for student loans

• Apply for grants and most bursaries
• Work in the UK
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Brighter Futures , a group of young asylum 
seekers, achieved:

• Manchester: all undergraduates ‘home fees’

• Liverpool Hope: 8 students per year ‘home fees’
• Liverpool: 5 students at a time ‘home fees’

• Manchester Metropolitan: 5 places at home fees 
• Edge Hill: 2 students ‘home fees’
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• National Union of Students (NUS)
• Brighter Futures
• Refugee Council
• Council for Assisting Refugee Academics 

(CARA)
• Westminster Abbey
• Refugee Assistance and Guidance Unit 

(RAGU)
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Each STAR group demands change in tuition 
fees for asylum seekers at their university.

Campaign Aim

STAR is calling on the Vice-Chancellors to:
• Accept asylum seekers as home students for fee 

purposes or offer to waive fees in full
• Provide bursaries and grants each year to 

asylum seeking students
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What your STAR group can do

1. Find out about your university’s policy 

2. Get your Student Union’s support
3. Raise awareness among other students and 

academics
4. Write to your Vice-Chancellor 
5. Meet with your Vice-Chancellor to agree policy 

change
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• Campaign Briefing
• Step by Step Guide
• Info Sheet
• ‘Dealing with Difficult Questions’
• Petition (template)
• Students Union Motion (template) 
• Letter to Vice-Chancellor (template)
• STAR Guide to Lobbying your Vice Chancellor
• Vice-Chancellors Edition - Difficult Questions
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• Birmingham met with the Director of Admissions 
who is now looking at sponsorship for asylum 
seekers

• Oxford presented ‘evidence pack’ to Vice-
Chancellor; letter, student petition and academic 
support 

• De Montfort to meet with Vice-Chancellor very 
soon! 

• Southampton generated coverage in both 
student and local press
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• You are each running the same 
campaign

• We’re learning as we go

• So let’s talk to each other
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Website:
www.star-network.org.uk/equalaccess

Email:
campaigns@star-network.org.uk


