Student Action
For Refugees

SUPPORTING REFUGEES EVERYWHERE

Action for Refugees Week is your opportunity to raise the profile of the Equal Access campaign amongst students and staff at the
University and to gather signatures for your petition. You can show your Vice-Chancellor that the campaign has lots of support!

Have a debate! Contact STAR national or local refugee organisations for
inspirational speakers with experience of the issues! Southampton STAR is
holding a speaker event with a representative from the Council for Assisting
Refugee Academics (CARA)

Raise the profile! Contact friendly academics, graduates, local businesses or
students from refugee backgrounds and ask them to pledge their support for the
campaign — Don't forget to ask them for quotes you can use in your campaigning
materials!

Plan a publicity stunt!  Why not arrange for
a demonstration on campus to catch people’s
attention? You could wear mortar boards and
gowns, write slogans on blackboards or carry
placards with pictures of famous refugee graduates... Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein and
Chinua Achebe to name but a few (UNHCR have a list of prominent refugees on their website
with helpful biographies)

Leeds STAR raising awareness

Write an article!  Get your campaign noticed in your student or local paper! Write a press
release for one of your Action for Refugees Week events! Sussex STAR published an article
in their student paper to raise awareness of their campaign.




A Video petition!?
You will need:

A video camera
Banners or signs
Willing participants!

Film your supporters making a
simple pledge to support
Equal Access to their
university or stating why
education is so important to
them.

Film supporters in front of
your banner or holding your
sign.

Keep the clips short.

Find a friend with editing skills
(and software!) who can edit
your clips together.

Present your video petition to
the Vice Chancellor at your
meeting!

Push your petition!  Get your supporters to sign up and persuade your Vice-Chancellor to
take notice! Remember petitions can take many forms — photos, handprints, video clips (see
left). Get creative to make maximum impact! Warwick STAR will be collecting signatures on
their petition during a sleep out in the Piazza!

Throw a party! Photo exhibitions, film screenings,
music, dance and club nights can all get new people
interested in the Equal Access campaign! Bristol
STAR plan to raise awareness with African drumming
across campus!

Gain the support of your local MP!  This can
make a big difference.

Go to www.theyworkforyou.com for contact details
of your local MP. Cardiff STAR with their local MP

Take photographs! Photos are a great way to build momentum for a campaign — they
can motivate your members, help gain new supporters (for your obviously exciting campaign),
demonstrate that you're taking action to potential allies or decision-makers... and of course
help celebrate your achievements with the STAR network!

Tell STAR national what you're up to

STAR national would love to hear your plans for Action for Refugees Week.

Let us know so we can share your plans with other groups — we strongly encourage you
to steal each others ideas so don't be too polite!

Email : campaigns@star-network.org.uk Phone: 020 7729 8880 ext. 207




