
INTRODUCTION 
 

If you are thinking about campaigning then congratulations! 
Campaigning can be one of the most powerful tools in 
getting change and being an active citizen; a way of making 
the world a little bit more like the one you want to live 
in. Student campaigning has resulted in consistent 
resistance against top up fees and had a major impact on 
the movement against climate change. 
 
When STAR groups campaign you can change policies and practices that benefit refugees and 
asylum seekers as well as raise the issues among other students and young people. As a national 
network of local groups, you are in a great position to maintain grass roots contacts, info and influence 
nationwide. So whoever said students were lazy better check their facts! 
 
What is campaigning? 
 

Lots of things have been written about campaigning and what exactly it is! Here are a few examples: 
·  Campaigning is all about getting a change 
·  Campaigning maximises the motivation of the audience, not necessarily their knowledge. 

Education is a by-product of a campaign, not a reason for one. 
·  Campaigning is usually done when all else fails; when a change needs to be made and there is a 

conflict of interest. If everyone is on the same side then it isn’t a campaign! 
·  PASSION + STRATEGY + PLANNING = A successful campaign! 
 
 

About STAR campaigning 
 

STAR campaigns in 2 major ways: 
1. STAR national office coordinates national campaigns which STAR groups get involved in 
2. STAR groups campaign locally on issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers in their area and of 
concern to them and are supported by the STAR national office in doing this. 
 
Here are a few examples of what STAR has campaigned  on nationally…  
 

 

What 
 

How 
 

Campaigning against planned cuts to ESOL 
classes for asylum seekers(English for Speakers 
of Other Languages) 

 

Held a mock ESOL class outside the Houses of 
Parliament and took part in a mass lobby and 
rally 

 

Campaigning for the removal of the voucher 
system for asylum seekers needing support 

 

Mass letter writing to the Immigration Minister 

 

Calling for Haslar Immigration detention centre to 
introduce a laundry system whereby detainees 
receive their own laundry back from the wash 

 

Mass pants wearing – Superman Style – and 
letter writing direct to the centre resulting in a new 
laundry system 

 

Calling for a fair system of age determination for 
separated asylum seeking young people coming 
to the UK 

 

Lobby of Parliament + STARs first ever Early Day 
Motion* number 2280 signed by 67 MPs from 
different political parties 

 
 
 

 

 



What STAR groups have campaigned on  
STAR is made up of approximately 30 university based student groups. Each group is a part of the 
STAR network. As such, each group benefits from a large degree of autonomy and their own 
creativity, as well as receiving the support and backup of a national network and the STAR national 
office.  
 
Here are a few examples of some of the campaigns ru n by STAR groups in their areas: 
·  Newcastle STAR successfully campaigned against the deportation of a medical student and STAR 

member through rallies, demos, getting the support of their university and getting the support of 
their university teaching union.  

·  Glasgow, Edinburgh and Manchester universities have lobbied their universities to offer bursary 
places for asylum seekers to study there. The issue was subsequently raised by Universities 
Scotland and recently passed in legislation by the Scottish Executive. 

·  Liverpool STAR teamed up with other union societies to unite in raising awareness of the need for 
protection of Darfuri asylum seekers in the UK. The group organised and took part in a number of 
fundraising club nights and demos about this issue. 

·  Oxford STAR are part of the Oxford wide Campaign to Close Campsfield House, an immigration 
detention centre near Oxford. They visit detainees in the centre, as well as demonstrate outside 
the centre regularly 

 
What STAR doesn’t campaign on 
 

Campaigning is generally the highest profile activity STAR is involved in either nationally or locally. To 
be effective it is important to maintain clear and focused messages. As a charity STAR also has a 
legal responsibility to campaign only on those issues that are stated as our charitable aims. If STAR 
campaigns outside of these charitable aims then STAR is breaking the law. This law applies both to 
STAR support office led campaigning and to campaigning done by local STAR groups. 
 
We don’t campaign on 
1 General issues relating to immigration as a whole, or affecting migrants in general 
2 Issues relating to ‘the war on terror’, terrorism or human rights abuses in general 
 
There are many well established and reputable campaigning organisations that campaign on these 
and other issues relating to refugees. Their work often complements what STAR is doing. We 
encourage STAR members to campaign on these issues too. But the simple rule is… 

 
 

…If you want to campaign on an issue that is outside  of STARs charitable aims, 
then don’t use the STAR name to do it! 

 
 
If your group is planning a campaign it is essential that you let the STAR support office know. When 
embarking on any activity that demands public attention, you are taking the STAR name and 
reputation with you. Please keep this – as well as the aims of the organisation – in mind! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


