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The campaign to end destitution of refused asylum seekers





Mini lobby parliamentary briefing
Why lobby your MP now?

The Still Human Still Here campaign has been active – both in the public sphere through the actions of STAR and others – and behind the scenes – through briefing and meeting MPs and decision makers. The campaign has reached the stage where piling on the pressure on MPs could really make a difference and bring about positive changes for those refused asylum seekers living in destitution. The more MPs that are told about the Still Human Still Here campaign and the current situation concerning the destitution of refused asylum seekers, the more chance we have of collectively changing Government policy.

Your MP has a duty to listen to your concerns

MPs will often give more attention to the views of a constituent than of an organisation - even those they support. And that includes students, who can form a large majority within their constituency that they cannot take for granted.
Finding out who you MP is
Simply visit www.locata.co.uk/commons.  If you cannot find the name of your local MP on the internet, you can always phone the House of Commons information desk on: 020 7219 4272.

Finding out about your MP

The more you know about your MP the better able you will be to lobby them effectively.  Most MPs have their own websites. You can also find out the official party position on the issue by checking the party’s website, or finding their manifesto documents.

Things it’s useful find out about your MP:

· Whether they are a Minister or a shadow spokesperson, a member of a select committee, a member of an All Party Parliamentary Group

· Whether your MP has any links with a foreign country

· What your MP’s job was before entering parliament.

· What their views are on asylum / whether their constituency has a large number of asylum seeking or refugee residents (this will effect their understanding of, and contact with asylum issues)
Key messages for your MP at the mini lobby
· Introduce yourselves and STAR

· Let your MP know what your group has done to campaign on Still Human Still Here so far
· Let them know the key elements of the campaign: what Still Human Still Here is calling for and – ultimately - why

· Present your MP with a copy of the petition collected by the STAR and Amnesty networks on Action Day

· Ask your MP to raise the concerns about the destitution of refused asylum seekers with the Home Secretary – Jackie Smith
Getting the results you want from meeting your MP

Be confident - Having been involved in STAR and having volunteered with local refugee projects you are likely to be more informed about refugee and asylum issues than your MP! Additionally, when you are meeting your MP, you have the support and backing of over 20 refugee and campaigning organisations behind you, so feel proud that you are there representing them and legitimate in doing so!
Be informed – Being well versed in the Still Human Still Here campaign, as well as in the background of your MP, are the 2 best ways of ensuring your meeting is a success. There are plenty of opportunities to get informed:
· Go to www.star-network.org.uk/stillhuman for info about the issues, the campaign and downloadable resources

· Contact STAR at stillhuman@star-network.org.uk. John, STARs campaigns coordinator is more than happy to answer your questions about the campaign

· Attend the Pre lobby briefing at 10am on Wednesday 14th May, STAR National Support Office

You are most likely to get the response from your MP you are looking for if you know what you are talking about and can convey that message clearly to them. This strategy is also the most likely to win your MP over if they are not already convinced by the argument.

If you have an understanding of the background of your MP you will be able to frame your argument in a way that appeals best to them, as well as highlight in advance potential quirks your MP may have!

Frame the issue in terms of local concerns – MPs are sensitive to the opinion of their electorate and of the impact of local issues. If you have experience of supporting refugees in the constituency of your MP – particularly those living destitute – talk about this. 
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