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The campaign to end destitution of refused asylum seekers





STAR/Amnesty Mini Lobby

Wednesday 14th May 2008 

The final action on the Still Human Still Here campaign for the STAR network and

a chance to capitalise on the great efforts and publicity the STAR and Amnesty generated on Action Day.

What is a mini lobby?

Traditionally a lobby is held in the Central Lobby in the Houses of Parliament – hence the name! STARs mini lobby will be an attempt to influence MPs, to show their support for the Still Human Still Here campaign and to ask them to call on the Home Secretary to make positive changes too. 

· The mini lobby will be an opportunity for you to meet your MP face to face to discuss your concerns and to find out more about the campaign.

· Most meetings with MPs will last no longer than 5-10 minutes although some MPs may wish to join us for a longer period of time.

· the meeting can happen at any point during the day, depending on the obligations of your MP for that day

What STAR and Amnesty aim to achieve through a mini lobby

· Build on the success of Action Day and highlight to MPs exactly what they can do to bring about positive change for the thousands of refused asylum seekers living destitute in the UK.

· Take the publicity generated by the network over the past academic year – as well as the momentum built up behind the campaign by all coalition partners – to engage with MPs and increase the profile of the campaign in Parliament

What will be happening on the day?

· Join STAR and Amnesty student members at the National Support Office in London at 10am for a pre action briefing before travelling to Westminster with members of the STAR office team.

· The mini lobby will take place in Parliament between 11am and 5pm.
· Support from the STAR National Support Office will be available on the day, as well as in the weeks leading up to the lobby and STAR and Amnesty members, as well as the STAR office team will be in Parliament all day to help you make the most out of your meeting with your MP and to ensure the Lobby is a great success.

Presenting the collected network petitions on the day

At the lobby we will present to MPs the petitions collected by STAR and Amnesty members on Action Day. We will also be asking MPs to write to the Home Secretary in support of the campaign.

How you can take action and get involved in the Mini Lobby

If you and your group would like to support the campaign by taking part in the mini lobby, you will need to arrange to meet your MP on May 14th.

Write to your MP to inform them of the SHSH campaign, your group’s involvement so far and your concerns about the destitution of refused asylum seekers and most importantly ask to meet your MP on the 14th! Please see attached, the draft copy of the letter to send to your MP or download the letter from the STAR website.
Support available to you before and on the day

The STAR National Support Office can help STAR and Amnesty groups by:

· Help with getting in touch with your MP

· Briefings and guidance about the Still Human Still Here campaign.

· Supporting you on the day with meeting your MP

· Helping you to get down to London on the 14th.

Checklist

Have you:

· Let the STAR National Support Office know you will be coming on May 14th and passed on the daytime telephone number for at least 1 member of your group who will be attending.

· Written to your MP to request a meeting and identified within your group who is responsible for ensuring a reply and taking a lead communicating with your MP

· Received a reply from your MP (remember, as a constituent, your MP has a responsibility to reply to you).

· Arranged travel to and from London

· Read the attached guidance, as this will help you to make the most out of your meeting with your MP.

For the ‘next steps’ to take, please see the table overleaf…

Contacts

RSVP to STAR on 020 7840 4408 / email stillhuman@star-network.org.uk  

	    What do if…
	 Next steps

	If you can meet your MP on the 14th of May and if he/she has agreed to meet you.
	· Please let the STAR national support office know that you will be coming on May 14th. 

· Please also pass on the daytime telephone number of at least 1 person from your group who will be attending on the 14th.

· Arrange travel to and from London (remember, the STAR national support office will be able to cover transport costs).

· Please read the attached guidance, as this will help you to make the most out of your meeting with your MP.

	If you can join us, but your MP is unable to meet with you?
	· You can arrange to meet with them in your constituency.

                Or

· It would be great if you could still come along to the lobby, as the more support we can demonstrate for the campaign the better. (Please see the ‘next steps’ above).

	If you are unable to join us on the 14th?
	· You can still write to your MP to let them know about the campaign and let them know what brilliant actions your group has taken locally to demonstrate support for the campaign.

· You can also ask to meet your MP in your constituency to discuss the campaign.

· Let them know about the lobby, as the more MPs we can speak to on the day the better.








