Name Surname MP,

House of Commons,

London,

SW1A OAA

[Date]

Dear [Name of MP]

Re: Granting permission to work for asylum seekers

I am writing to ask you to support for permission to work for asylum seekers who have been left in limbo.

People seeking refuge in the UK often have to wait many months or years for a decision on their asylum claim. But they are currently forced to live on low level benefits (around £35 a week for single adult) because they don't have permission to work.

This helps no one. The sensible solution is to allow asylum seekers to work.

· It reduces the burden on the taxpayer as asylum seekers who work will not need to be supported for extended periods and can contribute to the economy through increased tax revenues and consumer spending.

· It provides asylum seekers with a route out of poverty as current support levels leave the majority to survive on just over £5 a day. 

· It avoids leaving refused asylum seekers who cannot be removed dependent on statutory support or charity indefinitely. In Canada, refused asylum seekers from Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti, Iraq and Zimbabwe have been entitled to a work permit while there was a moratorium on removals. In contrast, refused Zimbabwean asylum seekers in the UK have not been allowed to work despite the fact that the Government has not enforced removals for approximately eight years. 

· For those asylum seekers who are eventually given permission to stay, avoiding an extended period outside the labour market is key to ensuring their long term integration into UK society and encouraging them to be self-sufficient. 

We are calling for asylum seekers to be granted permission to work if: 
· they have been waiting for more than six months for their cases to be concluded

· they have been refused asylum but temporarily cannot be returned to their country of origin through no fault of their own

I would be grateful if you support this proposal by signing the attached declaration and returning it to the address given.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

[Your Name and Address]
DECLARATION SUPPORTING PERMISSION TO WORK FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS LEFT IN LIMBO

I urge the Government to give asylum seekers permission to work if they have been waiting for more than six months for their cases to be concluded or if they have been refused asylum but temporarily cannot be returned to their country of origin through no fault of their own.  

This will prevent vulnerable people being left in a state of limbo for prolonged periods of time, will reduce the burden on the taxpayer and allow a small number of asylum seekers to support themselves and their families while contributing to the economy.

MP’s signature: ……………………………………………………………….                                              

MP’s name: …………………………………………………………………….

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and return this declaration to: 

Mike Kaye, Still Human Still Here, Amnesty International 

17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA

