Equal Access to higher education for asylum seekers

This Union Notes:

1. The term refugee applies to any person who, owing to a well founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, or membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country. 

2. An asylum seeker is someone who has lodged an application for protection on the basis of the 1951 UN Refugee Convention.

3. Asylum seekers are in the UK seeking protection and often wait many years for a decision on their asylum claim.

4. Asylum seekers and some refugees are currently charged international fees at the [ENTER NAME OF UNIVERSITY] [(ENTER OVERSEAS STUDENT FEES RATE)] while they are:

a. denied the right to work in the UK

b. not allowed to take out student loans

c. not allowed to apply for grants and bursaries

5. Many refugees and asylum seekers do not have permission to reside in the UK for the duration of a university course and therefore fail the admissions tests for many universities. 

6. A number of UK universities have amended their admissions policies to allow asylum seekers to pay ‘home’ tuition fees. These include: Manchester University, Edge Hill University, Liverpool Hope University and Manchester Metropolitan University.

7. In 2007 the Scottish Government decided to fund asylum seekers who had arrived under the age of 18 and been resident in Scotland for 3 years.

8. In 2008, the National Union of Students passed a motion that reflects all the points put forward in this motion.

This Union Believes:

1. The University should adopt a fair and equitable approach in providing access to higher education for all students, including refugees and asylum seekers.

2. The University should not discriminate against refugees and asylum seekers based on their immigration status.

This Union Resolves:

1. To support STAR’s ‘Equal Access’ campaign.

2. To lobby the university to remove the financial barriers preventing asylum seekers from studying here. Specifically to:

a. allow all asylum seekers to pay home fees or commit to a set number of places each year for asylum seekers to study at the home fees rate

b. provide bursaries and grants each year to asylum seeking students

3. For the executive team to sign a letter to the Vice Chancellor to outline the benefits of providing equal access to higher education to this university, and to liaise with the STAR society in the creation of this letter.


