
ESOL demonstration at the Houses of Parliament.
STAR members braved the torrential rain to let the

government know exactly what they thought of the cuts to

ESOL and FE funding on Wednesday, 28th February.

Youth and student members joined over 1,000 other

protesters at Parliament campaigning and lobbying their

MPs. Individuals had a chance to quiz MPs over the

funding cuts and let them know the potentially damaging

effects to asylum seekers.

Even before the main lobby kicked off, STAR played a

special part in the day’s action. Along with the Refugee

Council, STAR took part in a mock ESOL lesson with an

unusual classroom backdrop: the House of Commons.

With cameras rolling STAR members made keen students

and were an essential part of the awareness raising stunt. 

Luckily the sun was shining throughout the mock ESOL

lesson, but this did not last. As they joined hundreds of

others trying to get in to parliament, clouds burst and it

began pouring rain, soaking STAR members and other

activists. But they were determined to stay and take part in

the demonstration. Along with the other demonstrators,

STAR members were led in to the warm and dry overspill

room to listen to the speakers. 

Individuals had come from all over the country and a

number of students and teachers joined the speakers on

stage to inform activists how the funding cuts will affect

them. 

A small group were eventually able to get in to

parliament and quiz MPs face to face. 

After listening to a few more speakers in the main

meeting, STAR students left parliament, satisfied with the

success of the awareness-raising campaign. 

Pareetha, the chair of LSE STAR, was part of the action

on 28th February. Pareetha took part in the mock ESOL

demonstration staged by the Refugee Council. This is what

she had to say about the day: “I found it a fascinating

experience talking to other participants in the mock class

hearing about their experiences as refugees and how vital

ESOL classes had been to their social integration and

professional development. I felt meeting the refugees and

hearing about their experiences in depth enabled me to

contextualise my knowledge of refugee issues and

understand more about the difficulties that refugees

experience.”

Pareetha also spoke about the lobbying event:  “I found

it fascinating, as it was the first ever lobby I had attended.

I was surprised and delighted at how many diverse groups

had turned out to the lobby.”

The demonstration was a success; STAR members

throughout London were given the opportunity to come

together and voice their frustration with the ESOL cuts.

After a long, wet day, STAR activists left knowing they had

been heard. 

SUMMER TRAINING 2007 – BOOK YOUR FREE PLACE NOW!
STAR is now taking bookings for Summer Training 2007. Whether you are a new to STAR or have been with

us for years, these one day events will be great fun and give you lots of ideas for volunteering, campaigning,

awareness raising and running a STAR Group. The dates are June 16th (London) and June 23rd (Leeds). To

find out more and book your place visit www.star-network.org.uk.

Action Day 2007
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STAR students join refugee council members in a mock ESOL lesson

Coming up in this edition of STAR News… STAR Action Day, campaign opportunities, 
Interview in an instant with Christine Bacon, Trustee Talk with Sarah Davies, 
introducing the new members of the STAR National Office and much more…
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